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President’s Report following the AGC General Meeting 

07 February 2019 
The Adelaide Convention 

Feedback to our questionnaire from over 250 attendees after the AGCC 2018 convention in Adelaide 
was overall very positive. The mood has certainly changed from ‘We are not sure how this is going to 
work’ (which prevailed beforehand) to a resounding acclamation that can be summarised in the words 
of one attendee “One of the best conferences I have ever been to, with a very good buzz”. We have 
ended up with a clear model that should be fairly easy to replicate in the current format and that can 
be improved with some fine tuning. Council has agreed that we should run it again and will now 
consider when we should we do so and how can we ensure that there is no conflict or competition 
with other more specialised conferences, especially those run by our Member Organisations. The 
advantage of getting many diverse geoscientists together in one place to engage with ideas we don’t 
often address is that it gives us a mandate for advocacy of Geoscience. The Big Issues Day was 
particularly successful in doing this. At our Council meeting the AGC passed a motion without dissent 
“That the AGC commences planning for the next AGCC and forms an exploratory initial coordinating 
committee”. 

We are still waiting on the auditor’s report to finalise the results of the AGCC 2018 in Adelaide but it 
is appropriate to note that we paid back all the seed capital and will make a very small return to our 
Member Organisations. Overall the AGC’s finances will benefit from the 50% share of the surplus. 
Nevertheless the value generated for Geoscience in Australia was huge with a large number of media 
releases/mentions and the implementation of a number of innovations. In particular the crèche met 
a real need for geoscientists with young families. 

General Business 

We continue to underspend on Geoscience compared to our budget plans, mostly because we are 
careful but also because as volunteers we have limited time to do all the things we plan to do. The 
budget for 2019 has similar levels of expenditure but two additional initiatives are noteworthy: 
sponsorship of the Dorothy Hill Women in Earth Science Symposium, and also of an event marking the 
50th Anniversary of the Murchison Meteorite landing in Victoria. 

We have put considerable effort into a behind the scenes update of the AGC website and transferred 
it to a new host. This will make for easier revisions and a fresher shop window for the AGC, hopefully 
also providing more opportunity for supportive links with our Member Organisations and other 
Geoscience events and announcements. As part of this move we have ensured preservation of the 
AGCC 2018 website and are looking at the best way to load those presentations that we have 
permission to publish. 

We have been in discussions to develop support for AUGEN (the Australian University Geoscience 
Education Network). It is likely that this group will form a strong part of the AGC Education 
Subcommittee through a Memorandum Of Understanding, and also that Dr Kelsie Dadd will become 
our representative on the Teacher Earth Science Education Program (TESEP) Board. Over the last few 
years we have made significant progress in our Geoscience Education strategy and feel that we now 
have a strong integrated approach where all the components are linked both to one another and to 
our Member Organisations. 



The AGC has offered sponsorship for two years of a new education initiative in WA that has potential 
to develop across Australia. Suzy Urbaniak has now established a structure (the CoRE Learning 
Foundation) to promote her teaching methods more widely. The program is rolling out this year from 
Kent Street High School in Perth to two schools in the Pilbara and Goldfields Regions of WA. We are 
keen to see this exciting approach be successful. You can find out more on social media by following 
@CoRELearningFoundation and at www.corefoundation.com.au. 

We are looking to our Early Career Geoscientists network that came out of AGCC 2018 to provide ideas 
about member retention for all our Member Organisations. This is a major issue for sustainability of 
our MOs, the AGC and Geoscience. We have asked STEM superstar Dr Verity Normington to take on 
the role of ECG Ambassador and we encourage you to contact her with thoughts, suggestions and 
offers of help. 

Similarly, Marina Costelloe as our Diversity Ambassador, is working hard through her many contacts 
and social media connections to ensure that we promote opportunities for all in Geoscience. Marina 
is also our representative on the Board of Science and Technology Australia (STA), as well as the 
immediate Past-President of ASEG, so she is well placed to represent our interests and aspirations. 
We made an impact at AGCC 2018 and since have supported opportunities for women and are  
promoting an Indigenous Geoscience Scholarship Program                                                                      
(http://www.agc.org.au/resources/geoscience-grants/).  

We have recently announced the results of the latest round of AGC-AAS Travel Grants for Early Career 
Geoscientists. These are reported on our website and elsewhere in GeoEdLink, but in summary there 
were 24 applications and we made 5 grants of which three were to university postgraduates and two 
were to geoscientists in government roles. The next round of applications will be announced in mid-
2019 and will close in November. We would like to see more applications from industry. Note that the 
most successful applications are those where it is proposed to go and work outside Australia on rock-
related problems, in the field or laboratory. Applications to attend conferences ‘to build networks’ 
without some component of research are not often successful. 

As the President of AGC I have had a number of roles representing Geoscience on other bodies 
including on the Australian Academy of Science’s National Council of Earth Sciences (developing the 
released Decadal Plan) and also on the Executive of UNCOVER. This latter body has been extremely 
successful in promoting deep exploration in Australia and in creating a framework for research. It is 
also recognised as important in the Resources 2030 Taskforce report that was released late last year. 
Although there has not been much public activity recently there are moves afoot to ensure that the 
brand is maintained and that there is some form of secretariat established to ensure that the results 
that are currently being quietly achieved are promoted more widely.  

Our report on the Australian Geoscience Tertiary Education Profile 2017 was released late last year 
and is accessible on our website (http://www.agc.org.au/resources/reports/). This excellent 
document prepared by President Elect A/Prof David Cohen highlights many interesting points about 
the boom and bust cyclicity of Geoscience education. We are also aware of the profound effect that 
changing the secondary school curriculum from Geology to Earth & Environmental Science has had on 
getting more students to undertake studies in our discipline. Note that secondary studies have zero 
correlation with university enrolments in Geoscience as most students entering university make their 
decisions based on broad disciplines (science, engineering, medicine, law, etc) and on the institution’s 
reputation. Nevertheless, having a Geoscience component at the secondary level provides more 
opportunity to attract students into STEM subjects, gives more people throughout the community a 
better understanding of the value of Geoscience and helps create a more generally ‘Geoscience 
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literate’ society which is good for everyone. For this reason we are proud of our contribution and 
continue to strongly support all those who work in Geoscience education.  

The AGC is developing a coherent national strategy for Geotourism. This follows on from initiatives of 
the Geological Society of Australia and will involve consultation with government and other interested 
organisations. This process is being coordinated for us by Angus Robinson. 

The AGC Strategic Plan enabled us to define three areas of Geoscience where we focus our efforts. 
Each of these now has a Subcommittee and we are looking to formalise the roles of the Chairs. David 
Cohen will probably hand over the Education Subcommittee to our AUGEN representative. It is 
probable that I will take on the Advocacy Chair when my tenure as President is completed at our next 
AGM. We are still in discussions regarding the important role of the Sustainability Chair which is 
focused on the ongoing relevance and viability of AGC, and on supporting our MOs. 

Under our Constitution the AGC is able to invite Observers to our quarterly Council meetings. Last year 
the Australian and New Zealand Geomorphology Group (ANZGG) attended. At our next AGM we are 
going to formally invite observers from Geoscience Australia, the Australian Geomechanics Society 
(AGS), the Australian Quaternary Association (AQUA), and the Australian Academy of Science National 
Committee for Earth Sciences (AAS-NCES). Through this process we hope to make the AGC even more 
inclusive, transparent and relevant in supporting Geoscience. 

Finally, I note that we were fortunate to have a number of geoscientists again recognised in the 
Australia Day honours list. This recognition is important for us all in terms of showing that science and 
in particular Geoscience makes an important contribution to our social fabric along with many other 
disciplines and fields of endeavour. In particular I congratulate our Chairman Jon Hronsky for his 
personal recognition and again take this opportunity to thank him for his unstinting support of the 
Australian Geoscience Council and me personally during my tenure as President. 

Those Australian geoscientists recognised were: 

• Dr Jon Hronsky OAM (mining) 
• Prof Brian Kennett AO (seismology) 
• Prof Michael Knight AM (hydrologist) 
• Prof Ross Large AO (economic geology) 
• Dr Chris Pigram AM (science leadership)  
• Dr Clinton Foster PSM (geoscience information) 

Dr Bill Shaw  

President, Australian Geoscience Council. 

 


