
Progress towards AGCC 2018 

By Bill Shaw, President Australian Geoscience Council 

Realising the vision 
Now is the time to plan your contribution to the Australian Geoscience Council Convention (AGCC 
2018). This premier Australian Geoscience event is being held in Adelaide during Earth Science Week 
from 14 to 18 October, and the clock is ticking.  

I am very excited that this gathering will dramatically increase public awareness of Geoscience, 
something that fundamentally determines our local and global surroundings. Everything on our 
planet is influenced by the rocks, as of course are the minerals and much of the energy resources we 
rely on. But there is much more to rocks than their practical uses and how we apply them. 

As we all know, but most other people only have a vague notion about, individual rocks are like a 
page torn from an old book. They tell a story but it is fragmentary, perhaps written in a language we 
can’t clearly make out, on a crumbling substrate, battered by time, stress, wind and rain, sometimes 
misplaced in a dusty corner, with little context. Geologists know that these remnants are part of a 
huge, massive, limitless library that contains near infinite volumes of information. Some of this has 
been sorted, indexed and translated providing us with extensive knowledge about space, time, the 
origins of the universe, and of ourselves. As geologists we hold in our hands the keys to this library 
and realise we are only just inside the door. There are new avenues to explore, new vistas to be 
opened up. Even among grains of sand we can find minerals with extraordinary tales to tell. Our 
profession is about piecing together the information to better and better understand all the wisdom 
stored in the library of geoscience, use it and share it. 

Geoscience education and new modes of communication 
Our Convention next year will revolve around some of the Big Issues and Big Ideas in Geoscience. 
Helping more people understand and appreciate the wonder and beauty of rocks, their products and 
component parts, and the reliance of life and our society on the planet is one of the biggest issues to 
be addressed. Professor Iain Stewart, Director of the Sustainable Earth Institute in Plymouth, UK and 
a riveting speaker who is passionate about Geoscience education and new modes of communication 
will help us address this Big Issue and we will collectively have the opportunity to consider some of 
the following questions:  

Public education 

• How do we engage the public to understand and share our enthusiasm for Geoscience? 
• How do we advocate for better Geoscience and communicate successfully about contested 

Geoscience?  
• What are the most effective communication channels for different stakeholders and 

audiences?  
 

Primary and secondary education 

• How can we better impact on Geoscience Education at all levels in schools? 
• Is there an appropriate Geoscience component in primary and secondary school curricula?  
• Do we need Geology as a separate subject, or is it more effectively delivered as part of Earth 

and Environmental Science? 
• How can schools and universities collaborate for better Geoscience education delivery? 
• How can industry best contribute to Geoscience education in schools? 



 
Tertiary education 

• How can we improve Tertiary education in Geoscience? 
• Is there an appropriate focus on field mapping, mathematics, critical thinking and 

communication? 
• What are the skills that the geoscientist of the 21st century is going to need?  
• Should we embrace societal and ethical aspects in the curriculum?  
• Those that excel at statistics or fieldwork may not be the best communicators. How do we 

build and enhance ‘communication skills’? 
• How does Geoscience education need to evolve to train the next generation of energy 

professionals, who may work with depleting and renewable resources within the same 
company?  

 
Academia and industry 

• How can we share our individual expertise collectively at the regional, state, national and 
international levels? 

• Do funding models deter collaboration and how is this best overcome? 
• Do scholarships to attend specialist meetings, presentations, field trips and conferences add 

value? 
• Are there better models for collaboration between industry and academia? 
• Are “micro-credentials” (short courses run independently but certified by universities) the way 

of the future, perhaps as an alternative or complementary to registration or accreditation of 
Geoscientists? 

 
The Member Organisations of the AGC have adopted a strategic plan that takes a very broad view of 
Geoscience Education, from primary school through to continuing education, public awareness and 
even policy framing. A reviewer of the new Earth and Environmental Science component of the 
Australian Curriculum stated, ‘The inclusion of Earth into the study program has improved the 
academic rigour of the subject and positioned it squarely as a science’. These and all the preliminary 
framing questions provided above are excellent reasons to use AGCC 2018 to develop some Big 
Ideas about this Big Issue. 

Our knowledge base is huge in terms of spatial and temporal understanding and we are sometimes 
amazed at the ‘geo-illiteracy’ of people we encounter every day. AGCC 2018 will help you make a 
difference. If you wish to engage in this process, please use the Convention website to register your 
interest now at www.agcc.org.au to contact the Program convenors. You may wish to submit a 
technical abstract, organise a topical seminar or be part of the Big Issues and Big Ideas events. Get 
involved now as a way to make your contribution to Geoscience. 

Other progress towards the Convention 
We are pleased to announce that Geoscience Australia has committed to being the Patron Sponsor 
of AGCC 2018 and is proudly supporting us as we develop the technical program, field trips, 
workshops and social calendar.  

The AGCC 2018 First Circular is live on our Convention website, where there is also a more detailed 
program and a preliminary list of planned field trips and workshops. At this stage, the Theme 
Convenors still welcome your suggestions for additional sessions and symposia from all interested 
geoscientists. Join our mailing list on the website to receive all official communications about the 

http://www.agcc.org.au/


convention, or find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram (the links are on our website at 
www.agcc.org.au).  

We’d like to invite you all to share information about the Convention with colleagues in Australia 
and overseas. We will be represented at many conferences and events, and have commitments for 
cross-promotion with major events over the next few months, so please connect with us on social 
media to share your thoughts or just drop by for a chat.  

The Program 
Please contact Dr Chris Yeats or the Program Committee convenors for each of the five scientific 
themes: 

• Theme 1: Understanding the Earth - Professor Dietmar Muller. (University of Sydney) 
• Theme 2: Life on Earth – origins and diversity - Professor Simon George (Macquarie 

University) 
• Theme 3: Resources – discovery, development and sustainability - Dr Jon Hronsky 

(Consultant, Western Mining Services) 
• Theme 4: Applied Geosciences in the 21st Century – innovation, technology and the future - 

Chris Woodfull (Consultant, SRK Consulting) 
• Theme 5: Beyond the rocks – geoscience in our society: current application and future 

trends – Dr Anna Littleboy (CSIRO) 

Dr Caroline Tiddy is now coordinating the four topics for our Big Issues and Big Ideas in Geoscience 
Day: 

1. Our energy security options – dirty words in a clean world (fossil fuels, nuclear, fracking, 
renewables, and alternative markets) 

2. Resource-driven development of Northern Australia 
3. Geoscience education and new modes of communication 
4. Smoothing the impact of boom and bust commodity cycles. 

Dale Sims has posted lists of the currently proposed field trips and workshops on the website. There 
are still opportunities for our Member Organisations to host workshops in their specialist disciplines.  

We will have active programs that celebrate diversity in Geoscience. If you are passionate about this 
or any other aspects of the topics touched on above, and detailed on our website, please get in 
touch. 

Sponsorship 
Major Australian organisations involved in Geoscience are currently being approached for 
partnership opportunities. If your group would like to benefit through participation please contact 
Mike Smith or myself through the Convention website.  

Conclusion 
The new Adelaide Convention Centre East Building is now open and will provide a stunning venue for 
our event with wonderful flexibility in terms of function rooms, only minutes away from premier 
tourist destinations, the SA Museum, SA Library, sporting, recreation, dining, and accommodation. 

I am always interested in your thoughts. To let us know your views, what you want out of this 
Convention, and how you can help make it a success, contact any member of the Organising 
Committee at our website: https://www.agcc.org.au/committee  

http://www.agcc.org.au/
https://www.agcc.org.au/committee


Bill Shaw 

On behalf of the Organising Committee. 
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